
The Pitch:  
Time to Donate
William Basnett is the founder of Time 
to Donate.

William entered The Pitch to make a 
real impact on the not-for-profit sector.

William, a specialist in advising 
clients though large programmes of 
transformation at Elixirr, has experience 
in the retail and consumer goods 
industries and in financial services.

Struggling to donate his time to charity 
as a busy working professional, he 
realised that although many firms 
offer employees charity or giveback 
days, these are rarely used. As a result, 
charities are not truly benefitting from 
the resources, skills and investment 
that businesses say they are prepared 
to make.

Looking to disrupt the industry and 
change the way people donate in its 
entirety, William believes that charities 
should be able to access skills and 
services free of charge, to ensure 
donations and funds are channelled 
to the cause. This goal is to provide a 
platform to help charities make the 
most of committed investment.

Registered firms will be connected with 
charities that are in need of the skills 
on offer.

After adapting his initial business plan, 
realising that unlike other markets, 
the not-for-profit sector might not 
benefit from competition and complex 
multiple ideas, William focused on time 

pooling. This enables charities to use 
time donated by professional service 
firms in a more meaningful way, rather 
than the single day donations they 
traditionally receive.

Time to Donate is currently going 
through a pilot stage, and finalising 
charity partners. It will then be scaled 
with a proof of concept tested across 
multiple organisations.

William Basnett, Founder of Time to 
Donate, said: “My biggest learning 
has been that you cannot be afraid 
to change direction. I was initially 
reluctant to refocus my original idea, 
but The Pitch helped me to see how 
positive improvements could be made.

“My advice for budding entrepreneurs 
is to make sure you are truly passionate 
about the idea you are pursuing. If 
you truly believe in the business you 
are creating, the drive, motivation and 
resilience will come naturally.”


